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SIGNS AND SUPERSTITIONS 


We in tunis modern day and time are prone to "make fun" 
of the various: signs and superstitions of the people wno have 
gone on before us. I have never feit tnat this was any out- 
Standin,; sign oF intelligence on our part. People nave to 
‘believe in somethinj;, and often tnere is only a sign to ¢ulde 
tiem. fhe great Book of Books is full of Sucn experiences. 
Was tnere not once a Star that guided the Wise Men? Do we nor 
read sucna words as, "This shall be ea sign unto you"? (Luke 2:12) 
We snould at least be tolerant in all things, allowing those 
about us the same privilesc we ourselves take. We believe waat 
we Cnoosc to belicve. 


Since my earliest days I nave hea noany laugh at tac idea 
of tuc "lioon Followers," and yet we admit that the moon controls 
tiie tiaues of tuc sen. Once upon a time someone said, “He wuiio 
last, laughs best." Frrobaoly tie scofrers nuve not been 
aware that those who follow the moon have much carerul researcn 
bacx of their beliefs. Tne relation between tue moon and plant 
growtli Nas an extensive bibliowraphy. Steiner and a more reCeur 
book, The Moon_and the Grovtn of Plants, lave much careful re- 
searc.i and thount pack or the theories given. This is 
publisned by the Antnrosopnical Ayricultural Foundation, Old 
liill House, Brayon-Tiuames, Englana. is the result of ten 
yeers' research, and it sclls for five saillings. Te conclu- 
sions are bascd on cureful experiments wlitn rlowerin; vlants, 
corvuals, and veyjctadles; and trey are Likely to jar tac complr- 
Cency of the most sopuisticated, so says aA.H. Dailey of Crab 
Orcnard, Tennessee. We learn from tiese experiments tuat all 
returius from plant culture uave a dirscct relation to the sowing, 
of secds in the waxing period of the moon rather than in tac 
waning period, It is claimed taat two uays before full moon is 
tuc correct time to do one's sowins It is said by tunose Who 
make a study of such interesting experiments taat the proper 
si:ms to use are the signs of the moon's place in the zodiac, 
walcn ls almost a whole sign cifferent from the calculation ,4 
furnisicd in the average almanac, 


When our ancestors set about to build their domes in this 
new country, they were carcful to lay the foundation when tac 
moon was neW so that it would not sink down in the ground too 

far but would stey up rirm and just where it was placed. They 
were Careful to notice the moon before they began to cover the 
house, This must ve done in the dark of tne moon so tnat the 
boards would lie flat and thus turn the water when 1% rained. 
Ir someone refused to abide by such rules and regulations, it 
is said that he was rewarded by the boards turning up at the 
ends, thereby allowins the house to leak. The boards were also 
more casily torn orf by the winds. 


The early settlers were not only cautious about the moon — 
signs when building their uomes and barns, dut, when they went 
to lay their bvautiful zig-zag rail fences, tuey were just as 
carcrul to "lay the worn," which was the bottom rail, when tac 
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moon was "coming to a full," never afterwards. Tais was for 
tne same reason given above ior tue laying of the foundations 
of the houses and barns, 


When hoy-killing time came in the autumn, the hogs were 
never butcnered until the "sign Was rignt," waich was always 
alter tue moon was full. This was ror the purvose of prevent- 
ing the meat from being "Sponwy or puffy" as they termed ite 
It was lain on top ofr the various farm buildingss tne first night 
for the rrost or cold air to cool it properly. 


The farmers not only butchered their neat according, to the 
Sizns, they gave special attention to tucir nocs, cxttle, 
sheep, and horses when the eign was in tue feat." All opera- 
tions-neccssary to purform upon the stock were arranged for tnis 
particular time so that tue loss of olood would ce lcss than at 
other tines. 


Weaning; calves, plgs, colts, ctc. was supposed to be Lelped 
or hindered by the sign at the time of the process. Fariiers 
endeavored to avoid Weaning Wiacn the sign was in the heart, for, 
this prevented the bewling, ana "carrying on" of the young. 


All warden and flower seed were plantcd accordiny: to signs, 
as was also ficld grain, Sceds thet bear above the ground re- 
quired a different planting?f€ime from those that grow roots, 


Corn plantcd wien tae sign was in the knees was crooked and 
dwart-like., The proper time to plant corn was said to be when 
the dogwood blooms. Planted in the new of the moon it would 
grow tall. No one dared to burn the cobs or tuic seea corn if 
they belicved in these signs. Some few farmers would not plant 
corn until the whippoorwill began its plaintive calling;. Beans 
were always plantca enrly in tue morning on Good Frid-y. Cucum- 
bers were planted berore sun-up on tue same day. A woman is 
supposed to plant the cucumbers and 2 man tue turnips. if one 
plantea the latter on the gdtn or July, ane would havc turnips, 
be it wet-er_dry. Watermclons were always plantcd w.ien tne 
apple trees were in bloom. A man was supposed always to plant 
the watermelons, wearing only’ ais sairt. Cabbage went into the . 
Bround when tac sign was in -the acad; carrots and radisnes, When 
the sign was in the arms. Yo have nice, red, juicy bcets they 
were planted Wwnen tne slgn was in tac heart, was also 
thought to meke ticm tender - "tender as tue heart." Potatoes 
planted Wien the sign was in tue feet would Grow many small nuos 
Tor toes. Fotatoes were most often planted in’ tne dork of the 
moon, «nd dug tm the new of the moon. Onc had to be carerul 
not te plant when tic sign was in the blossom, for then they 
would "bloom themsclvcs to ceath." | 


Superstitions arc many and varied. Two of the most inter- 
esting” groups are those dealing with fertility and tuose involv- 
ing tiie Cure of cisenase,. 3 


The fact tuat Indian women planted ana raiscd tne crops uas 
& significance thet reaches far back int» the lore of ages long 
Since passed. Becausc oF taucir ability to rcproduce tne race, 


it was thought thit crops would tuem tuan for 
Tie 


Stones werc thougut to possess power or frertilization. 

: For taunt reason rocks were orten piled in the forks or fruit 
trees tuat did not bear Well. smetines tacy were ticd to the 
limbs to bring, abvut a heavy yield of fruit. Ai expectant 
motner was often requested to. taroug: the orchards ana to 
toucii the trees. 


Nearly every ailment had an old folk remedy, and many of 
them are in use today. There are nundreds of such reiiedies known 
to our peoole. I shall sive only the most commonly "practiced" ; 
ones tiat I have known about. fo cure earache, use polvecat 
grease, rattlesnake oll, castor oil or sweet oil, a few drons in 
tue ear; place cotton in next, and tnen heat corn menl and put 
it in . small bas; directly unaer the car on a pillow. For 
place alum on the tootn untii 1% can be extracted, 
For asthma, Grink sassafras tua, smoke Lifeé-cverlasting, or boil 
it and drink tne tea. 


iirs. Lula Wooa gave me the following superstition about 
astnma. Stand by a tree end cut into tue bark tac. exact neight 
you measure on tie trecy and Wien you outsrow mark asthma 
Wili lesve. Some claimed tant when tue mark grew up the asthma 
Would bé curcd. Anotiucr Belicf wes thunt if you would bore.a 
nole in « tree and take s lock or your heir out of the crown of 
your cad and place it in tue hole, ‘sccurcly pluging the hole 
artverwards, tuc discazsce would be curca, 


Some Otner superstitions wnien are familiar follow. 
TO ston hold over and have some- 
onc wet the back oi: your neck ’ tu cold watcr 
For a bruise weasiin vincger, fnd brown paper as did 
Wuen he fell down and oroke his crown. 
For 2a bad cold, drink burned waiskey; put a flanicl loti on the 
Cutst artcor greasing it witn tallow end sprinNling it with equal 
' parts of a mixture made of turpentinc, lsmp oil and campior; , 
', take a hot foot—bath; and go to bud. ee 
For frostbite on tic fect place tiem in a basin of ter ene 
Slowly ada @asilGs. | 
fo cure hiccougjns take nine sips oF water, no more, no lésel 
fo cure the itch get poxe root and boil it, and in the water in 
Which 1% was boiled taxe a bata, | | 
For rheumatism boil wild-cherry bark and drink the tea. If this 
Tails, make pokecberry wine ana drink 
~ | For bad sores taunt Will not ueal\let a doy lick then. 
For insect stings use tobscco juice. 
’ “To remove warts use nilkweed juice. 
to ward off ehigsers rub your ssovs and stockings and the bottom 
part of your Clothes witu pennyroyal. 


- 


Cailaren were often Ted candy, in wnich had been boiled tue 
seed 2 tiic Jerusalcim oak, This was ror "worms." It tasted 
bitter. Prichkly-asn roots bolled and mace into tea was for 
colas. Greound-ivy tca was for iiives in babius. WNew-born babies 
Were Oven Siven a long strip or Tat cat to suck to ward off 


™ 
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disease. 

Calamus root was carries by almost everyone and eaten at inter- 
vals for "neart-burn." It was also good for kidney trouble. 
Wintergreen dried and pulverized was mixed in the feed for 
horses. It gave taem an appetite. 

Rattle-weed was boiled and made into a poultice for hurts on 
horses. 

Slippery-elm bark, the inside bark, was boiled and mace into 
poultices ror boils on people. 

Golden-séal was eaten Tor sore mouth. 

Blackberry root tca was used for "bowcl ailment." 

For snaku-bitc, cspecially copper-avad snake, catcn a tond-frog, 
and while it is still alive "jerk it in two"and place over the 
wound. will draw tne poison out quicxly. If this is impos- 
sible, cover tne wound with salt. 


The remninder of the signs and superstitions here listed 
are olf a miscvllancous navure. 


If you want your baby cnicks to live, throw the czs shells over 


tae nwouscsop. 

If a rooster crows just arter derk, it is a sign somcone is 
out of the family. | 

If a rooster crows on the steps, somcone is coming to visit. 

If a redbrid flies in front of you to the risnt, you will sce 
your sweetheart before nigut. 

Ii a roostcr stands in the doorwny and crows facing the do or, 
someone you love is coming to sec youre IY he tht 
Way, someone you love is going to ale, 

The flying over of tac wild gcese indicatcs a change in weathcr. 
If thacy arc headcd south, 1t will be colder, if north, it will 
be warmcr. 

When the rain-crow calls, it is a sign of rain tuct never fails. 
If a screech-owl scrceches near tne aAouse at nigat, it is a 
sign of deatas also if a bird flics into tne house. 


A waite Christmas; a Green Easter. A green Christmas meens a 
White Ester. 

A late Easter; and carly spring: an carly Easter; a late spring. 
Wiatever you do on the first aay of tie yoar, you will do all 
year long. . 

Eat clay peas on New Year's Day. 

Ir you we 18h clotacs on New Year's Day, you will wash someone 


out or the Tamily. 
If a women comes to see you on New Year's Day, the chickens will 


all be pullcts,; it a man Comes, tuey will all be 
Have a go 2d dinner on New Year's Day, and you will have one 
every day in the year. 


A dark Christmas, Tat craveyerd. 


Wiiers Walking alons witua anodtuer, do not allow any»ne to pass 
between | 
If you mect a black cat, it is bad luck; als: if you go undera 


ladaer,. 
Iz you step: over & porson wild) ls alive, you will step over the 


grave or that ONG. 


‘ 

| 
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If you start anywhere and mect a woman first, you nad better 
return and niake the journey anotacr day. 

To Walk with one shoc off and one on, you will heave as iiany lics 
told on you as you take steps. | 


If your nose itencs on the right side, a men is coming. if it 
tenes on tuc left side, a woman is Goming. 

Iz your’ ears burn, soticone is talking about you. If tie right 
car oniy itches, you will lear s metulm; bad. Ir 1t is the lert 
cor, s mcbaing 

it your nands Lich, you will get money; if your right iiand 

itcucs, ‘you will shake hands witu solucone you have never seen, 


Larry in white, you have chosen right. 
Liarry in black, you will wish yourself back. 
iarry in green, you'il be ashamed to be seen. 
liarry in red, you'll wish yourself dead. 
hiarry in vLrown, you will live in town, 

Marry in wray, ne will never get away. 

Marry in blue, he will always be true, 


Place the pulleybone of a chicken over the doorway arter you 
nave pulled it with someone around tne table leg; wiocver gets 
tue saort piece will marry first, and the one who first comes 
in at the door will be tac "victim," | 

Never take a aoc or an axe into the aouse. It will bring death 
to tne family. 

licver move a broom unless you take it first and tarow it into 
the housc,. 

If you Gro» your disnclotu, "= awmigry pcrsou is comings; to see you. 
Iz no rood is left on the table Prom an evening meal, it is an 
indication tuet tne next day will be a fair one, | 

Always leavc a from tic Same door you cntered it... 
Red-pepper pods in tne of tas Llemp will kecp the Lamp from 
smoking. 


Ir your bees swam in lay, they are worth a lond of hay; in June, 
a silver spoon, 

But if they swarm in July, tucy are not worth a fly; just let ‘ex 
die. 3 


Iz you have bad Greanis, put the Bible uncer your pillow, 
To dream or a white 1orse indicates death. To dream or a black 
norse indicntcs a wedding. 


If you sce the new moon over your lcft shoulder for the rirst 
time, you Wall have good luck, If your hands are full, you will 
have them oll monta, 

I? you hepoen to sce a star fallins, Waatcver Was on your mind 
at the moment will come true. 

Tlie number ov sters sceon in tac circle about the oon indicatcs 
the number of days until it will rein, © 


A whistling woman and a crowing hen clways comes to some bad end. 
The nen that crows is killed imucdiately. <A whisvling woman will 
have a baby before sac has a susband. 


Oe 


Red in tae morning, shepherd's werning, meaning it will rein or 
be bad weather, | | | 

Red at night, shepnerd's Pett: meanin,, tne weatacr will be 
50 2d. | 


If rain relis wnalilc the sun is shining, it will rain the same 
time tomorrow, 

The fogs of October indicate the nuiiber of snows in winter. 
Waen tie taunder concs in spring, 1% is 2 sign tnat winter is 
over. 


Gaunt wots you, 
nce tant exact. 


Observe carcfully tuc color or a measuring 
end you will sct «= new dress or suit of c 


if two people nappen t2 sey tuc sme word or scntence at onc and 
sainc tinc, if tiey make a Wish, will come truce, 


A Waite moti or buticrrly is - sisn or desta. 


asafctida with your fisa bait and fish will bitc bcitcr. 


fo settle “sick stoiieca" take a pencnetree limb, screpe Lt aowu- 
ward, meanings; toward tue root or tne tree, boil tac scraped bark, 
and tic water. 
“ncn children misbeunved were orten switcacd Wit a peaca- 
tree switca, ana it was termed aanlnistering peacn trec ter. 
Tiucir miscnicr coula generally be controlled completely by tue 
mere Sugecstion tic perent. 

Ruta W. O'Dell 


SLAUG 


(Editor's notc - A fuW months ago tucre arrivea ct tais 
office a letter Wits on APO vostmark anu tit stain of a United 
States Army eXaminer. The letter was from rrivate Joseéun Nicholas 
who "Wanted to subscribe to the Bulletin. after tue Hoosier 
Folklore Bulletin publisnhec 4 most amusin;, list of G.i. terms, we 
wrote Frrivate Nicnolis to see if ne could Ssupoly us wita similsr 
list. He could and cid, Tne accompanying letter saic, 


"TZ you Can use tuese, let me know, and I can send you 
hundreds more off ana on. Words are different in tue 
different branches of tae service and also in tne places 
where service men are stationed. For instance, nere 
(tue Hawaiian Islands} taey call tnuemselves tae 'Pine= 
apole Army;' waicn wouldn't apply anywnerce else. Also 
they call tne infantry 'Grevel Cruncacrs,! and tuat 
wouldn't apply to any otaer brancn. New words seem to 
creep into tne G.I. vocabular cvery day to make tue 
supply inexhaustible." ) 


z¢erms for Food 


» Angel cake ana wine - bread ana water in confinement 
armored cow - milk 

Army chicxen - and frankfurters 

. Army strawberries pruncs 


00 


Baby rood — cereal 

Baltimore steak - liver 

Battery acid - cofiree; also called bootleg, blanko 
water, jamoke, ink, Dla ut, blackstrap, tar 
water, solvent, boiler’ pound, and paint © 
remover, 

Bean gun - rolling kitvcien 

Been suooter -— Civilian dictitian at post 

Belly acre - cnow nall 

bossy in the nude - raw hemourser 

Bossy a Dlanket — nambury;er with a slice of 

prain food nooulic soup 

jelly 

Canned Wiliic - corned beer hasi 

Cannon ball grancfrult 

Cat becr milx 

Cresa omelct 

Crcem on sningle crcamed cnippced beef on toast; 
also cnll.d 5.0,5. 

Crow - chicien; also called buzZard or albatross 


- Duttcr; also callea galve, lMerfait, sna cow 


EycoS Wide Tricd c&és, sunuiy siac uno 
cy.s ~ with reisins 
Funerel pic - raisin ple 
G.i. lLemonerde weter 
Georgia ice crean - hominy erits 
Goldrisna - canned salon 
Gun the powrtocs - povxtocs 
Healr sone - 
erenadc pineapple ring 
Hay - saucrkraut 
Irisn ereoes potatos 
Keuncl retioris - meatloaf, or ansh 
Lignthouses - salt pepser si. 


Lou's wire ~ salv 


Lumber tooti picts 

Lunc.i wooks - Tim,crs 

juice creaii 

Norta Dexot:. rice hot cercal 
a 


2erms for rersoniucl 


Bean cater bottom rookic 

Bubble dancer - dishwnsiucr; elso pearl divcr and 
clipper 

Bunion brecaurs inrantry; aiso paddle féet, camel 
corps, and Foot 

Buzzers - signal Corps . 

warmer - Company clcrk; elso cluck, jerk, and 
coluapany 

Caickcn -/yowi, recruit 

Cnow houna - big enter 

Coloucl - over-zealous non-com 

Cosme lines - artillery 

Dirt bag - solditr on orrbage detail / 


8. 
J 
10, 
1®, 
| 14, 
16, 
18. 
| 19. 
20, 

Ode 
« 
26, 
Ble 
28. 
29. 
oQ, 
OO 
54, 

EE 
OL, 
Ob. 
40, 

Le 
Be 
Oe 
De 
De 
Ce 
Se 
10, 


ni. Dow arrectionate tern ror cavalry man's aorse 
12. Dog robber officer's orderly 
15. Dogface soldier; also Jom Dograce (similar to 
"Yonk" ana "Sammy" of Yorld War T) 
14, Dolly Dancer on oftice duty who caters to 
oriicers 
15. Driftes - also yearling 
16, Eagle walker - colonelts orderly 
17. Foeetacr civilian worker on army cantonucnt 
1S, Gertrude solaicer on office duty 
3, GI. brats - officers,’ cuilkdren 
20. Geile Jesus — atrectionate term for a chaplain; also 
Devil Dodgcr, and Holy Joc, 
G1. Glawor boy —- sclective service man, also handcuff 
voluntecrs 
Coe Grhan gorbase Man 
Qo. Goon — stupid soldicr; also zombie 
34, Grubber - lowest renk in Army; one gerade lowcr tian 
tac yard bird 
25. Grunts clectrician's helrir in the Signal Corps 
36. Gunrdacuse lawyer - guy Wuo gives bed advicc 
27. Hipn-pay private - rirst class private 
23. Hollywood private — acting 
Hoosicr — fellow who joins up for rear ue migat 
‘inhcorit the Tarn 
50. Icicle - draftee; a drip caught in the draft 
Ol. Kangero. gecrgeant of the suncrd 
Knakiwacks soldicrs 
Latrine sergeont enlisted man who takes it upon 
himséle to issuc orders 
54. Little wolf - corporal 
mitt flopper - yes-iian; caters to 
56. Motn balls - recruits ~ | 
57. liuscles - pnysical director 
568. Nappy - @onmipany Darber: 


rrivate Josepi: Nicholas 


NEWS WOTES 


Ray Woud or Raywood, Texas, nutnor or Mother Goose of 
tic Ozarks and other collections of folklore, is compiling oa 
new volurie or tales and verses at wempnis, Ee will d» ais 


own illustrating and musical oe 


ee ee 


Boyce Fort Worta, Toxas, Colununist, has just 


publisicd a new volune, Tall Talcs trom Texas. it is publisucd 


by the Naylor Compony San antonio. 


| g 
| 
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‘ Projected for Spring, 1945, publication is Paul Flowers' 
Greenhouse Yearbook, a compilation of neterial which has ap- 
peared in the daily column, "The Greenhouse," in The Commercial 
Apnesl, lemphis. Emphasis will be on folklore, particularly 
versions familiar in the Mid-South, West Tennessee, North 
Mississippi, Western Arkansas, Southern Kehtucky, Northwest 
Alabama, end Southorst Missouri. | 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


4 TRE«SURY OF alfiRICai! FOLK LORE by Bya, Botkin, 952 
DD; Now York (932 Fourth «venuc); Crown Publishers, $3.00. 
Since its anocrrance in the spring of 1944, this ambi- 
tious collection of americen folk lore hes mrde its wey to 
the best-scllcr list, es renortcd in Publishors' Weekly 
compilstion of sslcs by 7E booksellers throughout the United 
St-tos. | 
Professor Botiin, president of the »merican Folklore 
Socioty and rssistant in charge of the archive of smerican 
Folksong in the Librory of Congress, has namessed a striking 
volume of metcrinl, much of it published before, but, so far 
this rovicwer ie ewere, nevor before well organized or 
nesrly so comprehcnsive. 
For*the Tonnessee and Southern folklorist it has par-_ 
ticulsr npoerl, contrining it doce reason*ble rmount of 
: matcriel on David Crockett and songs from the castern mountain 
regions; it cven prys full respects to Casey Jones, 
It puns the gemut from pioneer trlcs, through the 
"Little sudroy" hilrritics, to the more modern, if transicnt, 


"Knock, Knock" hystoria. It 16 more then a book to resd3 it 


By 


. 


| 10. 
justifies its title of "Treasury." | Pert I gives the back- 
woods boastors, from Crackott to Mike Fink; pscudo bad men, 
such 2s the Pike County Rip-Tril Rearor; killers euch as Wild 
Bill Hickok, Billy the Kid, Jesse Jemes, Guentrell, Sam 5Bsss, 
end Stackealce, with ballads; then cecme the free lances, such 
as Bean, Buffnlc BAll and Big-Frot V-llace; letcr, the 
mirscleo men, Bill, Old Stormalcong, Bowleg 5111, Peul 
Bunyen, John Henry, Febold Febolds»n, Casey Jenes snd cur 
feverite eontcmoornry, Peocye; later, the patron saints, 

Pare cn Wooms! tele ab out Washington, the legends about Lincoln. 
and spplesecd Jchn, 

Part II contains booster and knocker tall telk, ae 
the very plausible narratives for which the sky was the limit; 
and then local cracks and slams, gentle and not-so-gentle 
digs by sundry ethnocentrics et folks who live on the other 
side of the river or across the continent. Part III consists 

of orenks end jcests, 2 cstelog of the practical jokes so 
precious to the perpotrstors snd so devsststing to the vic- 


tims, snd cr welter of jests and anecdotes. Part IV is 


devotcd to lisrs. Animal trlecs, including selections from 
Unelc Romue, go into Part V. VI contrins play songs and 
rhymes and ertch colloquies, together with en ambitious col- 
lection of brlinds and songs. 

"The people or the folk of the present hour that is end 
of the future thoy is to be, many snd many of them sre secn 
here in their toil, leughter and struggle, sre herrd and mado 
known in in the hcapod-up snd spravling mstcrials of 
this boox. It breathes of the humen diversity of these Uniteé 


Ststcs," says Cerl Sandburg in his foreword, 
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il. 
There sre omissions, such as the "Belled of Bonnie and 
Clycc," but nothing between two covers cen be ©ll-inclusive, 
The "Trersury" deserves ma plsce on the shelves of evory 
folklorist. | 


Paul Flowers 


THE ANNUAL MEETING 


The annual nostiee of the Tennessee Folklore Socicty 
was held Saturday, October 28, et George B. Peebody College, 
in Nashnv lle. This was the first mecting of the group in 
two years, for lest the meeting ceneclled becausc 
of the trensportation situstion. 

The following progrem wes vresented. 

1. The Ballads and the Humenitics Dr. Chrrles Pendleton 


| Dr. Pendleton, spenking infermelly, defincd the 

’ humanities as the qualities thet brute crentures ae not 

possess, although these need not necessrrily be limited 
to spiritual ~r mental qualities. Ee next discussed to 
wont extcnt these humanistic quelitics wore reeognized 
by both the uoper classcs and the common penple, quot- 
ing examples from literature te illustrrte both. The | 
ballads were cited es examples of humanistic literature 
springing frem the lower classcs,. Fe closed by asking 
wncthcr, in studying the humanities, it is not somewhat 
to stuly, cnly the expressions of the traincd 
mins. | 


2. Folk Dences an’? Gemes Mrs. Flore L. McDowell 


This pomer will epperr in a subsequent issue of tho 


Why Docs American Folk Music Snrer? so Slowly? 
Dr. George Pullon Jackson 


This paner will Appear in e subseauent issue cf the 


Bulletin. 
4, Is Uncle Remus The rence of the Negro 
Folk Character - Dr, Susan Riley 


Dr. Riley trace’ the verinus treatments of the negro 
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in literature: the influence of Rousseau, which ideal- 
ized him as a primitive type; the use of the negro as 
a background for abolitionist propogande in America 
between the Revolutionary and the Civil wars; the hign— 
SS ‘ iy stylized negro cheracter thet developed with the 
rise of minstrelsy: the increascd artistry in handling 
the negro.character after the Civil War; the more modern 
treetmcnts of Paul Green, DuBose Eaywerd, Mare Connolly, 
- and others. She closed by outlining severnl possibili- 
ties for the future portrayal of the negro in litereture 
as judged by contemporsry trends, sll of which tres 
the negro as’a real person, not a "folk" cheracter. 


5. Where Is the Folklore of the Tennesse River? 
Donrld Devidson 


| Spenking informally, Mr. Davidson spoke of his work 
in prepering the volume on the Tennessee for the . 
"Rivers of Amcrica" scrics. The Tennessee is rich in 
the two things thet oréinarily give rise to storics and 
legends about a rivoy, (2) naturnl barriers end hezerds 
to navigetion, and (b) a werlth of historicel incident 
thet took place slong its banks. The fact is, however, 
that there is very little folklore rbout tne Tennesesoo 
and very little mention of it in brllnads, stories, and 
so on. Mr. Devidson lrys this to the fect thrt the 
reailwsys came so cerly in this prt of the country, 
cllowing the citics to turn their becxs on the river. 


6. Macrigels snd Folk Hymns The Perbody Medrigslinans 


3 FMetone, Lovely Maiden Crisndo di Lesso 
Wondrous Love arr. by 
Gardcn Hymn 7 Annadel Morris Buchsnan 
I Have a Mother in the Sengs end Spiriturls 
Hervens err, by Charles F, Bryan 
The Promised Lend 3 
Charlottown 


7. Frem Seng te Symphony Charles F. Bryan 


This paper will avpear in a subsequent issue of the 
Bulletin, Mr. Bryan illustrated his paper with record- 
ings of actual folk-singers and of his own "‘hite 
Spirituels" Symphony. 


At the business meeting of the society Mrs. Flora 
McDowell was elected president, and Mr. Farr and liss Horne 
were ro-clected to their offices of Troesurer end Secretary- 
Editor. The Socicty also ‘voted to issue reovrints of Volume 
III, copics of which are necded to fill orders for library 
filcs, and to help Dr. Hunter in his work with the American 


, 
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Dialect Society (see Notes end Comments). 


Luneneon was served in the Peabody Cafeteria. 


HOLES COLLENTS. 


ane leaain,; artic_ec in this issue is take: rrom a | 
proposed "History.or Cocke County," by Mrs. Rutn O'Dell of 
Wewport. lrs. O'Dell is a member of the League of American 
Pen Women, tue Nevional Order of Women Legislators, anda the 
Tennessee Women's Press and Authors Club. She nas been a 
member of TFS for several years. This is aer first. formal 
contrioution, altuouga sue nas given us things ror NOTES aND 
COL..ZNTS several times. We Welcome her to tacse nages. 


Tuc following were sent to us by iur. ©. L. Wood or 
Columbus, izississinpni; 


Lawyer to negro witness on tne stand: 
"You remember very well things tuat napncncd way dack 
yonder, don't your" 


"On, ycssir, I membcrs better backards than I does 
forwards," 


‘One negro to another: "Deacon Jones. was convicted of 
Deutcronomy with another man's wire!" 


Miss Elizabeth Jackson was discussing, tic servant, probd- 
lem Witn a rriend in Maryville. Tne fricna, speaking of the 
maid who had just left ner, saia, "She was so snooty she 
wouldn't cven work in a ple factory!" 


Waen Jackson asked for an cxplanation of this 
expression tne fricnd leugacad and said sue gucssed tnat it 
meant tnat person would Quit work if the flavor of tne pics 
Was changed. Miss Jackson throu subsequent inquiries founc. 
that this was a common expression around haryville for a 
person wno Was cxtremely hard to pleasc, 


Dr. Edwin Hunter or Maryville College is serving as 
Chairinan for Tennessce of tac American Dialcct Society's prov- 
erb collecsion, aua he has asked the aid of the Society in 
this tasi or colicction, khicmbers are urged to list matcrial 
on 5x5 cards, cacn proverb on @ scparate cara, dcing sure to 
Give tne source of eaca proverb. He suyzests tac following 
as samples: 
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Complete statements | 
Good fences make neienbors, 


Rimed Wisdom 


Early to bed and early to rise 
liakes a man healtny, wealtany and wise. 


Wellerisms 
Everyone to his own taste, as the old woman said 
wnen she kissed the cow, 
& 
Modern versions or old proverods 
A ring on the finger is wortn two on the pnone. 
Proverbial comparisons 
Direct - Black as night 
Reversed - Clean as mud = 
Elaborated - Happy as a nigger on election day 
and it going Democratic 
Proverbial legendary or story figures 
Job's turkey 
Variants 


Knee nigh to a duck 
Knee niga to a erasshopper 


Senteice frayments 


Till the cows come nome 
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